
You may have noticed a change in our name and that is because we heard 

our members loud and clear. We are happy to announce we have now     

become the New York State Parking & Transportation Association after an 

overwhelming 90% approval vote. This was no easy task. There are many 

behind the scenes items that needed to be accomplished and I thank each 

and every one of our Board Members for conducting their due diligence on 

this matter. We also thank our NYSPTA members for responding to our call 

for action so we can maintain and enhance the Association in the years 

ahead. We now join 7 other State & Regional Associations that headed in 

this direction recently. And if anyone has a good idea for a newsletter name 

we are all ears. The question is, where do we go from here? 

We have changed our NYSPTA committees which you will briefly see on 

page 2. This will help guide our Association vision to include the name 

“Transportation”. Over the last couple months we took a real hard look at 

what we have been doing and realized that the committees had just become 

items on the agenda. In other words, the committees had become stale 

therefore we hope to reinvigorate them with a renewed focus. We also have 

transitioned to a full-time Association & Event Manager, Dawn Marti. This 

will be a tremendous help to the NYSPTA Board and membership as a 

whole. Finally, our new website has launched and can be found at 

www.nysparkingandtransportation.com. We understand it is much longer 

than nyspa@nyspa.net but options were very limited therefore hoping you 

can just add it as a favorite!   

We are very excited about all the recent advances and know that you will 

come along for the ride. Thanks for all you do to support NYSPTA and look 

forward to seeing you at our upcoming events.  

Jason M. Jones 

NYSPTA President 
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New Management 

Please welcome our new Association and Event Manager, Dawn Marti.  Dawn has 28 years 

of association and conference planning experience that includes small and large meetings, 

networking events, as well as conventions and tradeshows. During the past 10 years, her 

organization, Newman Concepts, has provided conference and tradeshow management for 

8 shows a years in addition to  providing complete organization and management of 4 golf 

tournaments, 15 training forums and networking events, and 10 webinars each year.       

Currently, her team provides association and/or conference management services to 11 

associations in the parking and transportation industry. We are very happy to have Dawn 

join the NYSPTA family.  

 

Committees and Elections 

We have recently enhanced our NYSPTA committees which are now  1) Onboarding & Retention, 2) Association Advancement,      

3) Events, and 4) Communications/Technology. We are encouraged that these enriched committees will bring additional value and 

new insight to your Association.   

 

We have maintained our Board of Directors Nomination Committee led by Past President and newly elected IPMI Board Member, 

Chris Austin, CAPP. There will be 3 Board seats up for election in 2019, one each in the categories of  Vendor, Consultant, and   

Regular. The seats will run 2 years from January 1, 2020 through December, 31, 2021. A call for nominations will come out soon or 

feel free to reach out to Chris directly if you are interested at chaustin@buffalo.edu. Now is a great time to get involved and would 

love to have you join us in a new capacity.   

 

Please remember to renew your NYSPTA membership for 2019-20. Membership runs from July 1st through June 30th annually.  
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2019-2020 Membership and Renewal 

The NYSPTA is a statewide organization created to enhance the development of parking             
and transportation professionals within the State of New York to provide a forum to network, 

share and disseminate information specific to the parking and transportation industry, and to speak 
with one united voice. 

Renew or Join NYSPTA today by going online to                        
www.nysparkingandtransportation.com 

Regular: $50.00: Includes 1 Voting Member 
Affiliate: $100.00: Includes 1Voting Member & 1 Associate Member 

Consultant: $100.00: Includes 1 Voting Member & 1 Associate Member 
Vendor: $100.00: Includes 1 Voting Member & 1 Associate Member 
Associate: $25.00: No Vote: Additional representative of each class 

 



We had nearly 80 attendees which was the most ever! We thank our attendees, sponsors, and speakers for a great day in New 
York City at Pace University. We hope that you will be able to join us again in March 2020. 

SUMMER EDUCATION AND NETWORKING RETREAT              
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PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT SEMINAR: “PARKING IN RHYTHM” MARCH 21, 2019 

 

 

Don’t miss the NYSPTA Summer Education and Networking Retreat “The Art of Doing Good” 

Tuesday, June 25th from 10:30 am - 3:00 pm at our new location of Spinning Wheel in Syracuse, NY.   

Bring your staff, appetite, and sneakers. You’ll even have a chance to “Dunk the President” in the water tank!  

Registration is now open and the fee is $45pp! 

Facilitator Julius Rhodes & Jody Backes, T2 

Panel of Experts, Jim Zullo, Michael Connor, Todd Tucker, Michael Klein 

Lex Blum, Arrive and Kevin Wood, Village of Port Jefferson 

Dave VanderWal, Walker Consultants & NYSPTA Board Member, takes the mic! 

Lisa Chase, Hilda Gutierrez, and John Beehler in deep thought during the planning exercise   



ANNUAL FALL CONFERENCE AND EXPO 

2019 Conference & Expo 
Saratoga Springs, NY 

October 9th-11th    

Never too early to save the date! NYSPTA will be having their 27th Conference & Expo in beautiful Saratoga Springs, NY. 
Registration and call for presentations will open throughout Spring and Summer 2019. If you are interested in becoming a sponsor 
please contact NYSPTA Vice President and Association Advancement Chair Pat Phillips: PPhillips@allproparking.com  

Sky Garages: Parking Lots in the Sky 

By NYSPTA member: Monica Tanksley: University of Rochester 

 

Want to submit an article? Reach 

out to our Communication/

Technology Committee Member, 

Kevin Wood 

We, as creatures of “want” and not “need”, are constantly purchasing items day after day, and after their newness has worn off,    
stashing them away for later on. Like squirrels hoarding nuts for the winter, we continue to buy all sorts of things we don’t necessarily 
need but want (at least for that moment) - we justify each purchase by telling ourselves we can’t live without it, or it’s on sale. We 
blame the kids telling ourselves they will love it. We relive our childhood through the various items we buy  - “I used to have one of 
these when I was a kid”. Week after week, month after month, year after year, things keep piling up. Before you know it, our attic, 
basement, and home is bursting at the seams with clothes, shoes, lawn furniture, toys, games, electronics, and tools.   
 
We find a place to store all the stuff, so we can buy more stuff. We figure “out of sight out of mind”. We store our extra furniture in 
storage units, the attic, or our basement. We store our computer data and files in “the cloud”. We store our college belongings during 
the summer months in self-storage units known as “pods”. We would never think to buy and accumulate less stuff - No! - we would 
rather store it. And store it we do - under the bed, in the back of the closet, in the kid’s rooms, in plastic storage bins - wherever we 
can find an ample hiding place. 
 
Since we have run out of space in our home, we now begin to take over the garage. We’ve kicked our car out of its own garage home 
and have put it on the street or in the driveway. We lift the garage door to find tools, toys, and things we meant to take to the Salvation 
Army, and in turn they come tumbling down and rolling out into the driveway at us. We sigh as we look at all the stuff we have      
accumulated over the years, and then just hit the garage door opener to close it all back up in there. We tell ourselves the convincing lie 
of “I’ll clean out the garage tomorrow”. (Yeah right when cars fly!)  
 
You can turn off the Jetson’s because the future of garage parking is here! Since our garages are filled to the brim, we have now taken 
vehicle storage to the skies. Luxury residential buildings have been taking their on-site garage facility and surface parking from street 
level to sky level!  So now, cars DO fly, per se, so start cleaning out that garage! Ultra-trendy sky garages allow owners to park their 
cars right next to their apartments and some even IN their apartments. A 60-second ride in a drive-in elevator takes your car straight 
up to its parking space, and most sky-garages hold 2 vehicles per apartment. 
 
Who would think that you can drive up to your living room. Even on the 15th floor, there is parking right out front! No more circling 
for a parking space, hunting and pecking, waiting for someone to leave so you can have their parking space - stress free parking is at 
your fingertips. You walk out your front door, and a couple steps later you are in your garage - it’s suburban living in the city without 
the suburbs.  
 
These car ports in the sky are easy and carefree. To park, the driver pulls up to a door where an electronic reader, that operates much 
like E-Z pass, opens the elevator gate. Once the car is inside the elevator, infrared sensors monitor the car’s position on the elevator 
and when needed, will alert the driver to back up or pull forward via a flat screen monitor located on the wall. The driver will also be 
reminded to shut off the car’s engine. Once the driver exits the vehicle, the vehicle goes up, up and away to the owner’s floor. By the 
time you catch the elevator and arrive at your apartment, your car is parked and there to meet you. 
 
The vehicle becomes an automotive showpiece as it’s parked in your living room - essentially a piece of the furniture that you can sit 
back and admire like artwork in a museum - and of course the chances of theft, vandalism, and car break-in’s is close to obsolete. 
Some of these parking lots in the sky have a price tag that is up in the skies as well!  But it goes without saying…..a  personal parking 
spot adds to the value of an apartment!   
 

Monica Tanksley serves as Special Events Manager & Assistant to Director of Transportation & Parking Management   
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